
Syllabus 
 
Reading US History, Annette-Gordon-Reed, The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family 
Coordinator: Michael Stevens.   michaelstevens50@gmail.com    608-215-4887 
Google Meet, Mondays, 9:30 am-11:30 am.  September 20, 2021 through November 22, 2021.   
 
This course offers reading and discussion of some of the best recent writing on American history.  
The Hemingses of Monticello (Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award) tells the story of four 
generations of the Hemings family.  In addition to learning about the relationship between Sally 
Hemings and Thomas Jefferson, we meet others such as James Hemings who was the first 
French-trained chef in America and John Hemings whose highly skilled carpentry work can still 
be seen at Monticello. Annette Gordon-Reed gives us a moving work, which sheds light on 
slavery, gender, race, and America.   Participants should obtain a copy of the book and come 
prepared to discuss chapters 1-3 at the first session.    
 
Requirements:   
Buy or borrow a copy of The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family by Annette 
Gordon-Reed.  Paperback copies and e-books are widely available in book stores and on 
Amazon, and hardcover can frequently be found in used book stores. The South Central Library 
System also has 21 copies.  
 
https://www.amazon.com/Hemingses-Monticello-American-
Family/dp/0393337766/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1620659709&sr=8-1 
 
Do readings before each class (50 to 75 pages each week)—not so much to overwhelm anyone—
but long enough to allow a close discussion of the topics.  Read and be ready to discuss 
Chapters 1-3 prior to the first class. 
 
Be ready to participate in a lively discussion. 
 
How to participate 
To join the group contact me at michaelstevens50@gmail.com 
 
I will mail out a Google Meet notice every week with a link.  Just click on the link and request to 
join the meeting.  I will let you in. 
 
Desktop computer or laptop are preferred. No special software required, but if you are using a 
tablet or iPad, it’s best to download the Google Meet app from the Apple Store or Google Play.   
 
Class schedule: 
 
September 20 Preface, Introduction, and Chapters 1-3 
 
September 27  Chapters 4-6  
 
October 4  Chapters 7-9  



 
October 11  Chapters 10-12   
 
October 18  Chapters 13-15  
 
October 25  Chapters 16-18   
 
November 1  Chapters 19-21  
 
November 8  Chapters 22-24  
 
November 15  Chapters 25-27   
 
November 22  Chapters 28-30 and Epilogue  
 
 


