
Sean Kean’s college career 
had difficult beginnings as 
family problems forced him 
to leave school and work full 
time. It took him several years 
in the workforce to realize he 
wanted to continue his edu-
cation. He returned to college 
much more determined than 
when he left. He graduated 

Madison College with honors and is now pursuing a BA in an-
thropology at UW-Madison.

Billie Kelsey’s life has been 
great although not without 
great struggle. She continues 
to process a difficult child-
hood and has been working 
towards a degree for 34 years. 
In that time she has raised 
a kind, generous and hand-
some young man who is also 
currently a Badger. While a 
student, she has volunteered with WORT community radio and 
with elementary-age children in the community. She also runs 
her own house cleaning business which serves mostly elderly cli-
ents. Her son is proud of her and she continues to be amazed at 
and proud of him. Billie looks forward to graduating with a BA in 
sociology and the next stage of her life.

Yanli Zhu is a single mother 
(of a precocious five-year-old 
son) and an immigrant to the 
United States who recently 
returned to school to follow 
her dream of resuming her 
career in education. In China, 
she was a language teacher 
and an administrator with a 
passion for education that has 
continued unabated. Raising a son, and having transformed her-
self from non-English-speaking newcomer into successful grad-
uate school student, her pursuit of a PhD is “simply” the most re-
cent challenge she has embraced in her drive to lead the richest, 
most-rewarding life possible.

In 2015-2016 the PLATO 
Fund is also supporting an  
Odyssey Project student. 
Since 2003, the Odyssey 
Project(www.odyssey.wisc.
edu) has helped adults begin 
the journey out of poverty 
through free access to an in-
tensive two-semester college 
level course in the humanities 

led by UW-Madison Professor Emily Auerbach at the Goodman 
south Madison Public Library. More than 200 students have 
completed the Odyssey Project, with more than half continuing 
their education, working toward college degrees. 
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Donate to the PLATO Fund

PLATO Program | University of Wisconsin-Madison Continuing Studies
21 N. Park St., 7th Floor | Madison, WI 53715-1218

(608) 262-5823 | platomadison.org

Additional ways to give:

The UW Foundation offers a variety of gift options you may wish 
to explore. Careful planning can maximize the positive effects 
of outright contributions such as cash, appreciated securities, 
life insurance policies, real estate, and gifts of personal property, 
as well as deferred gifts such as bequests, testamentary trusts 
and life income trusts. For more information, visit supportuw.org 
or contact Ann Lippincott at 608-263-3604 or ann.lippincott@
supportuw.org

The Gift of Education—Helping PLATO Help Others

Your education has helped you in life, and now you can help 
the lives of others by donating to the PLATO Fund. The PLATO 
Fund has been established to help provide financial assistance 
to returning adult students at UW-Madison. Your tax-deductible 
donation to the PLATO Fund supports scholarships to deserving 
students as they pursue degrees at the UW. Help make a college 
degree possible for an individual who, because of financial 
circumstance, might be denied the gift of education. See the 
reverse side for information about the 2015-2016 recipients of 
the PLATO Fund scholarships.

Make checks payable to:

UW Foundation PLATO Fund (12907458)

Mail to:

UW Foundation PLATO Fund
US Bank Lockbox
PO BOX 78807
Milwaukee, WI 53278-0807

Or, donate online via credit card at:
www.platomadison.org/donations
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